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in Paddington ; and the difficulties of segregating the patients
materially aggravate the serious character of these outbreaks.
For many months typhus has been prevalent in London, and
the Fever Hospital is crowded. The present accommodation
for persons stricken with an eruptive fever is infinitely below
the necessities of this great city. We commend this important
branch of the subject to the attention of Mr. Simon.
MORTALITY AMONG EMIGRANTS.
OF the four large ships which recently arrived at Queensland
within four days, one, the Rajasthan, carrying 261 emigrants,
lost only one, an infant, on the voyage; the ship was 130 days
out. The Ocean Cltief, with 327 passengers, had eleven deaths
- three adults and eight children,-measles and dysentery
having prevailed ; she was becalmed six weeks in the tropics.
The Sultana had seventeen deaths among her 453 passengers
in the eighty-seven days she was out; they all occurred among
her steerage passengers, and all but one were children ; they
were chiefly from measles and intermittent fever, which pre-
vailed while passing through the tropics. Both in the instance
of this vessel and the Ocean Cltief it is alleged that persons
came on board ill. The remaining ship, Prince Consort, with
497 souls, had three deaths in the ninety-one days, two being
of children. The great disparity between these respective sets
of figures will not fail to be noticed. The observations which
we have recently made on this subject sufficiently show that
the mortality on board emigrant ships is in a very great
measure controllable by effective medical supervision. The
statistics of Coolie emigration lately described afforded striking
illustration of the life-saving power of sanitary precautions
properly carried out by experienced surgeons. As a rule, the
Australian emigration is better conducted than any other in
the world. But it is evident that occasional instances occur
in which accidents more or less preventable lead to deplorable
epidemics even among the well-managed ships employed in the
transport of these emigrants. It is well that the returns of each
ship should be rigidly scrutinized, for it is from the knowledge
that the public eye watches the conduct of the emigration in
each vessel that the most useful emulation springs. In this way
a strict guard is kept on the avenues of disease. Persons sick
with infectious disorders should be carefully excluded from the
embarkation, and thus many lamentable visitations might be
avoided, of which the occurrence is regarded, in an ex post
facto retrospect, as an unavoidable calamity.
Correspondence.
GIBBON VERSUS BUDD.
"Audi alteram partem."
To the Editor of THE LANCET. 
SIR,-My attention has been directed to the letter of Dr. 
Septimus Gibbon in your last impression, wherein he com- Iplains that the report of this trial given by you is inaccurate,
and does not do him justice, especially as the evidence adduced
in his behalf is not set forth. The report is certainly imper-
fect, but the defect is one of which, not Dr. Gibbon, but Mr.
Budd has reason to complain. The substance of the evidence
on behalf of Dr. Gibbon is stated, but it wholly omits the
evidence of the defendant. This consisted of Dr. Martyn, the
physician consulted by the late Mr. Budd, and Mrs. Pike and
Mr. Kingsford, with whom that gentleman lodged, all of whom
proved that they had no knowledge that Dr. Gibbon attended
him professionally ; and the two last-mentioned witnesses also
proved that he was most exact in paying ready money for
everything. I beg to observe that Dr. Gibbon’s account is for
attendances in January, February, March, April, October and
November, 1861, and that no claim was set up by him till
after the decease of Mr. Budd in January, 1862. I think
it due to my client to state that he defended the action
solely on principle, believing the claim to be unjust&mdash;a. course
which was justified by the learned judge, whose opinion was
evidently in favour of Mr. Budd, and who in summing np
observed :-" I think it right to say that a man is not bound
to pay what he believes to be an unjust claim made against
him; and, indeed, if he considers it to be an unjust claim-
although even then, if he studied his own interest, he had
better put his hand in his pocket and say, I I don’t believe your
claim is just, but here is the money,’-it is his duty to contest
it, because by yielding to it he encourages other persons to
pursue the same unprincipled course."
I now leave with you the shorthand writer’s notes of the
whole case, and hoping that in justice to the defendant you
will insert this communication in your valuable journal,
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
EDWARD GUILLAUME,
Solicitor to the Defendant.George-street, Mansion-house, Feb. 1863.
OXYURIS VERMICULARIS IN THE HUMAN
BODY.
lo the L’CL2t0T of THE LANCET.
SIR,-I do not now suppose for a moment that either Dr.
Brinton or Dr. Beale believes in the "statement" put forth
" anonymously" by Dr. Kidd.
Ii any apology on my part be thought necessary, I am happy
to make it. I have merely sought, in the interests of science,
to correct a public error ; and in the performance of this simple
duty I looked for the friendly support of Dr. Brinton and Dr.
Beale. I am. Sir. vour obedient servant.
T. SPENCER COBBOLD, M.D., F.L.S.,
Lecturer on Comparative Anatomy, Zoology, &c.
Middlesex Hospital Medical College, Feb. 1863.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-AS I believe I was the first to direct Dr. Cobbold’s
attention to the ridiculous statement in the Dublin Medical
Press, and further, as I urged him to correct the absurd views
there propagated, I hope you will allow me to express my
regret at the reception Dr. Cobbold has met with from those
gentlemen whose names were unfortunately associated with the
paragraph.
I am sure many will agree with me that Dr. Cobbold deserves
thanks for having exposed the serious error into which Dr.
Kidd has fallen. &mdash;I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
DANIEL HANBURY, F.L.S.
Plough-court, Lombard-street, Feb. 1863.
ACTION OF THE ERGOT OF RYE ON THE
UTERUS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In my observations respecting the ergot of rye, and
its specific action on the muscular fibres of the uterus-pub-
lished in THE LANCET some twenty years ago, on its first
introduction to the profession,-I was led to offer some prac’
tical deductions, which past and present experience fullyjustifies.
The opinions expressed by Dr. Graily Hewitt in your journal
of the 17th ultimo caused me to make some investigation into
his statements. His theory is not novel, as it is well known
that antimony and ipecacuanha are the usual companions of
the obstetrician ; but when a statement is made so widely dif,
fering from the characteristic and known effects taught by
daily experience-namely, that " the action of the drug is un-
certain, and that it depends on its emetic power alone,"-I,
for one, beg most respectfully to differ from him.
Having had a long experience in the use of this invaluable
agent, I feel it incumbent on me to speak out, strengthened as
I am by a vast number of cases, some of recent date, in which
I have administered the ergot without producing even nausea,
and most assuredly without sickness. I could not conscientiously
be taciturn ; nor will I assert that I have never seen vomiting
produced after its administration; but I could not take upon
myself to say that it arose from the effects of the ergot.
I am convinced, as far as my own experience leads me, that
the profession have a valuable therapeutic agent in this drug,
and that its effects have a specific action on the uterine muscular
tissue, as certain as mercury on the liver. In what manner
this takes place is a question I leave to physiology and science
to disclose, satisfied, as I am, that it is a fact, recorded by the
test of twenty years.
Dr. Hewitt does not tell us in what form he administers the
